XSR News – February 2006

Welcome to the first ever Xtreme News report.  This should help compliment the website by informing all of the new and exciting things that have been going on for the month.  With the help of Chad, Tina and Craig, we hope to keep the world up to date with our own drag racing series here in Perth, Western Australia, where the range of different cars and classes allows all on different budgets and tastes to join in with their own creations.  Plus with the regular racing set to a dial-in setup where anything from an A/FC can face the slowest X/MOD and where the finish can’t be predicted.

But read on and learn more about our favourite drag cars and racing.  First up is Chad’s Editorial and this month’s edition is about the hobby itself.  Read onwards…
Chad’s Editorial Bit

Slotcar racing, as a sport/hobby, has been around since the 50’s and is enjoyed by a wide variety of people. The variety of the people who own slotcars is matched only by the differing levels of involvement these people choose to have. 

Some are confirmed “slot-heads” (who are at the track, basically, everyday) some spend a lot of time preparing and readying equipment for a night of racing each week. Some have the equipment but only race a handful of times a year. Some people own “a” slotcar, along with a few spares that only see the light of day a couple of times a year. There are people involved at these levels and everything in between.

The one thing I have noted, in seeing all these people at home and at the tracks, is the ability slotcar racing has to, in general, make people happy. Sure everyone gets frustrated (the gear that won’t mesh, mutilated bodies, cars that don’t want to handle, etc). Usually though, for the overwhelming majority of the time people spend with their “slotties”, they are wearing a smile on their dial! You may have one of the slowest cars in existence, a car that is peripherally challenged (doesn’t turn corners very well), or a small surface missile. Anyone can put a car (or something that is meant to resemble a car!) on the track, plug a controller in and just “go for it”!

Everyone out there wants the quickest/best car, but that’s just in our human nature.  Simple logic will tell you that no matter how much time, money, magic dust, or whatever you put into your car/equipment, things can always go pear-shaped. It is definitely true that the more time/money spent on a car is directly proportional to it’s reliability and performance. So I ask you then; where’s the REAL pleasure coming from? Is it to see who can afford the most time/money out of our (relatively short) lives? Of course not! There are an infinite number of things people can spend their time/money on in our society today. An experienced wingcar driver might go put a standard flexi-kar on the track and get as much, if not more, pleasure fanging one of them around than doing sub-3 second laps. There are people who have never won a race in their life, as there are some people who have never even entered a slotcar race before. It doesn’t matter. Happiness is in no way related to how much time/money you spend or how good you are.

My point is; Slotcar racing is enjoyed at ALL levels by EVERYONE! Be it the sociality, the camaraderie, or even the pleasure of just putting a car on the track, it has something to offer everyone. That little bit of “euphoria” can have the ability to change someone’s day, week, even life. So, you see, this isn’t brought about by owning the most cars, spending the most money, or having the best win/lose record. You will find the biggest thrill about slotcar racing is by just BEING THERE!

Slot on!

Chad.

The Car Spot
The article where we take a look at the great cars of past and present.
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“An Army of One” Top Fueller – Experimental class

Possibly the fastest ever Experimental off the record?  At 0.817 last year, it appears to be.  The only reason Craig Britten’s car is represents as EXP is the lack of a interior.  With a fast ET and more often than not a fast reaction time to match, it is one of the most feared of racers out there.
With its Group 27 and long chassis and super-high wing, you are guaranteed of a screamingly loud and noisy, but always short, run.

On when the occasion demands it, the car has been raced by various customer drivers with varying success.  Some have conquered it’s massive need of drag glue, others have left in a high pitched wheelspin which can lose the race in a snap.

Today it still stands in Craig’s box, where it waits to take on its opponents and make their life more challenging.
2006:  The Story So Far…

So far, yet so close…

For those of you in the know, the trackwork is definitely in it’s last few days.  For those unenlightened, here is the story of whats left to do…

First is the wiring.  As it is so thick and the only heating implement is a small soldering iron, it has taken longer than expected to finish it off.  Then the starting lights need to be fixed and fitted in the limited space available.  Add in sensors, computer, routing of lane 1, paint and various other things, it certainly adds up.

But its not far away now.

Catch the next issue in March, where we have another of Chad’s Editorials, another well-known car has its time in the spotlight and more news and things to update on. ;)
