By Dave Hunter
The 17th of March brought a rather cool evening, which proved more important as the cars warmed up and got faster through the night, resulting in many a breakout.  The temperature will prove to be a deciding factor in the races to come.

34 cars turned out for the start line photoshoot, which is an impressive number despite a few faces still MIA and yet to run their first 1000ft pass.  32 made the final grid for round one, with two AA/Fuel cars making the field to race for top honours.  A/D and an A/FC made the sportsman elite classes pretty complete among the smaller and more common classes.  Outlaws also featured a three car field for the first time ever, the result of a lack of local racetracks for the ex-circuit cars.

Picking up the action from the semi finals, Dave Hunter had a long wait at the staging lights whilst the Shane Boekhout X/Mod Funny Car struggled to find a 100% condition gear.  Unfortunately, Shane’s gamble on the old cog let him down in the end, with his 1.254 losing to the E/FC Monaro’s 0.984.  Some better luck should find its way to Shane very soon.  The other semi was a carbon copy of the first one, with another long wait for the Dave Hunter-run Purple Monaro X/Mod waiting on the Black Betty Roadster of Mark John.  Less mechanical problems for Mark this time, but his time of 0.963 not close enough to his dial-in time.  The Purple Monaro survived another day with a 1.031.
Finals time, and the E/FC was elected to have its dial-in as a heads-up race.  It left the X/Mod for dust with a 0.984 beating a 1.054.

Exploratory laps for the fastest car in Australia, the Craig Britten AA/FC, proved that the car was still on the chase with a 0.427 during it’s first test run.  Other runs included times in the 0.42-0.43 range.  92mph was easily achieved also.  Chad Raven’s Chevrolet AA/F also came out for a play, with a 0.627 his just reward.  The Britten C/Gas hire car was out in force, making a mockery of the official record by running 0.795, embarrassing many more potent competitor’s A and B-class motors.
Two stories emerged for Chad when his JPS Pontiac hit the V8Extreme Monaro Doorslammer of Dave Hunter when both cars hit the bean bag in round 1.  Both cars were withdrawn on the spot to effect repairs for next week.  Chad also had an exciting run in his ’57 Bel Air when a bit of tyre shake threw him out of his lane three or four times before pulling up at half-track distance.

Next race is set for the 24th, where the fireworks will continue.  Who will take the reins for the next race?  What times will the sometimes volatile double A-class cars produce?  Which slotcar owner’s box will the next winner be from?  So many question that deserve much better answers next week.
This week’s record update:

E/FC (IMPROVED):  0.968 @ 43.28mph by Dave Hunter
C/G (IMPROVED):  0.909 by Dave Hunter, 46.73mph by Mark John
E/G (NEW):  1.000 @ 39.42mph by Mark John
