               Xtreme Western Drag Nationals

On Saturday, 22 May 2004, the inaugural Western Drag Nationals were held at Xtreme Raceway. This was the first chance racers had to experience official Pro-Tree (instead of the traditional Dial Your Own) racing on this super smooth, high powered track. The action didn’t fail to disappoint, in both terms of racing and spectating.

DYO – Funny Car eliminator

Racing got under way at 11:47am with the first qualifying session for the Dial Your Own Funny Car bracket. There were four entries, but that doesn’t mean racing wasn’t close.

The final was a great match-up putting Shane B, with an A/Funny, against Travis B, with a C/Funny. Both racers turned on the red light but it was Travis walking away with the winners trophy, reinstated because his –0.062 reaction wasn’t as early as Shane’s –0.097. Shane’s 0.016 over 0.796 would’ve been hard to overcome, if it hadn’t been for the twin cherries, for Travis’ 0.043 over 1.053!

DYO – Dragster/Doorslammer eliminator

12 entries fronted for this eliminator which bracketed together the sportsman dragster classes with the sportsman Doorslammer classes. There were three A/Dragsters, one A/Gas (Doorslammer), two B/Gassers, three C/Gassers, and two F/Gassers. Only one race was decided, in round 1, without any red lights/breakouts/solos recorded and the count was only slightly better (2for3) for round 2. In the Semi’s, Jason Farrell’s concours winning C/Gas broke just off the start line, giving Pete Mace’s A/Dragster a win through to the final with a .774. Matt Hammond took a bye through to the final with a .848 from his A/Dragster. The A/D vs. A/D pairing in the final was a close race. Matt Hammond taking the holeshot win with a 0.056 reacted, 0.009 over .837, pacing Pete’s 0.090 reacted 0.007 over .775 (winning margin just 0.032 seconds).

RTR eliminator

Only 3 entries turned in for the RTR class, for basically stock Parma EDGE rtr cars. Jason Hunter was the only competitor running in the 1.0 second zone and topped the qualifying list with a 1.060@51.79mph. Joshua Morley was second with a best of 1.135@46.97mph and Matt Hammond threw down a 1.166@45.77mph.

Jason H took the bye in round 1, straight into the final, with a 1.025 (just 0.004 off the track record), whilst Joshua downed Matt in a 1.134 to 1.217 second battle.

The final wasn’t all one sided as Josh, knowing he had to make up some ground, stamped down a 0.014 reaction time, but his 1.150 was 0.042 seconds behind Jason H’s 0.089 reacted 1.033.

Xtreme Modified eliminator

A big 12 entries were counted for X/Mod, a new hard bodied class, using S16D motors, for Xtreme Raceway.

Ross Taylor whipped out his Britten constructed ’83 Toyota Celica and laid down a 1.031@53.76mph to claim the No.1 qualifying position, followed by Luke Gordon with a 1.054@47.11mph from the ZERO constructed US Army Dragster and Ian Murray’s concours winning, Robbo painted, ‘69 Mustang at 1.073@51.00mph. Fourth and Fifth was the two Jason Farrell entries, the “Judge” Pontiac GTO going 1.100@46.98mph and the 2nd placed concours Don Schumacher Nostalgia Funny Car with a 1.104@50.32mph. Craig Britten put the Back to the Future DeLorean into 6th on a 1.118@52.10mph, 7th Chad Raven’s Kendall GT1 Funny Car at 1.126@48.32mph, 8th Jason Hunter’s street rod 1.138, 9th Matt Hammond 1.191, 10th Chad Raven 1.218, 11th Chad Gordon 1.223, and rounding out the field Craig Britten with the big ’59 Cad Wagon “Ecto1” at a “heavy” 1.378.

Ross made it through to semis, downing Craig’s Ecto1 and Chad’s GT1 Funny (via a red light). He soloed into the final with a lazy 1.137@50.69. The other semi was much more interesting, Ian’s Mustang taking a 1.058 to 1.079 victory over Chad Gordon’s MAD Funny Car.

Ian, from Checkered Flag Raceway, made the final through downing Chad R, Jason F, and of course Chad G, but needed more than a 0.118 to couple with his 1.049 to stay with Ross’ 0.045 reacted, track record setting, 1.021@53.76mph.

Top Alcohol Funny Car eliminator

6 cars were presented on the scrutineer’s desk in this ultra competitive 70 gram, Group 20 class, with qualifying definitely living up to the classes “ultra competitive” tag.

Shane B rolled out his brand new “White” TA/FC, for the first pairing in qualifying, and whipped Chad R’s .751@71.71mph with a .701@77.97mph. The next race paired Shane’s other new “Purple” TA/FC with Pete Mace’s track record holding TA/FC, Shane taking the provisional top spot by 0.001 over Mace at .695@76.57 to .696@75.01. Kye Dobson and Jonno both recorded .751’s; Kye’s at only 66.94mph, Jonno’s at 72.54mph.

The second round of qualifying sorted things out a little better, Pete grabbing the top spot with a .689, Shane’s “white” car going .694, his “purple” car “ONLY” recording .700 (leaving his .695 in 3rd), Jonno going .730, Kye at .741, and Chad with a consistent .752.

In round 1, Pete won a double red-lighting race with Chad, but his .691 would’ve been tough to beat. Kye put his .755 in front of Shane’s .712 with a 0.017 to 0.092 reaction (only 0.042 second’s difference), and Shane’s “Purple” car also went down to Jonno’s .732 beating a .722 at only 66.50mph.

In the semi’s, Pete wasted a .697 with a red light giving Kye’s .747 a “Jumbo” upset win and birth in the final against Jonno, who soloed to a .728 in the other semi race.

The pressure got to the junior Dobson who bulbed a .739, giving Jonno the win who’s safe 0.074 reaction meant his, day’s best, .725 WAS beatable, but not today.

AA/Fuel eliminator

4 cars fronted for the quickest class, 3 Funny Cars and a surprise AA/Fuel Dragster.

Qualifying opened with Pete going .554@90.14mph, well ahead of a troubled .791@71.47mph from Chad’s Funny. Chad’s Dragster set the AA/FD record at .587 but looked a “bit” slow next to Craig Britten’s Australian record holding, Bob Herrick prepared Funny, at .476@105.11mph.

Everyone elected to skip the second session of qualifying except for Chad who wanted a sorting pass for his Funny. He put down a better, but still slow .606@89.35mph, with the comment “I think the arm is stuffed”!

The first race of round 1 pitted Chad’s ailing Funny against Craig’s bullet. A .486 easily covered a .729. The second match up looked good with Pete’s .562 next to Chad’s (too fast back up) .569, but the big differences in the numbers was at the startline, Pete’s 0.027 putting some distance to Chad’s 0.082.

Pete needed something special in the final and gave it his best shot with a 0.009 light, but his .567 was still well behind Craig’s 0.029 reacted .469.    

