Grass roots racing          by Chad Raven
Not just slotcar drag racing, but every sport/hobby needs its grass roots to survive. Without our dial-in and index brackets there would probably not be a track around to race heads-up, pro tree, AA, BB action. We need the index/dial-in brackets to survive but they don’t need us.

Take football for example. If there were no under 8’s there would be no support/feed into under 10’s, then no under 13’s, under 15’s, under 18’s, B grade, A grade, therefore no league! Each level needs support. 
Funding is easy for 1:1 sports because there is the spectator factor. Top level action (be it Top Fuel, AFL, NRL, or international cricket) draws the paying spectator in droves. They can then afford to support the grass roots/up and coming levels of the sport. If it wasn’t for the Top Fuel and Top Alcohol cars drawing huge amounts of spectators to a track, the track couldn’t afford to put on smaller meetings for the bracket racers.
It is different for slotcar drag racing because there is no paying spectator (no matter how good the action), there is only a track owner who probably isn’t making a profit but draws enough from race entry fees and parts sales to keep the track open. There may even be a circuit track that makes enough to cover the cost of the dragstrip. 

My point is, if you want to run the quicker stuff, get out and support the brackets as much as possible. It could be your only chance at supporting the track so there is one there for you to race your high-end stuff on!

