The Christmas tree
The starting lights/device on all drag strips is called the Christmas tree. It is called a Christmas tree because it looks like one, with the clear (usually) staging lights at the top, 3 amber/yellow lights (one under the next) for each lane, a green “go” light for each lane and a red light for each lane.
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At the start of a drag race, once both vehicles have brought on their stage lights, the ambers count down to the green go lights. If a vehicle leaves before the green light comes on then the red foul light will come on in their lane.
There are two methods for the Christmas tree counting down to the green. There is the full tree or compression tree (the ambers count down one at a time, 0.400 seconds apart, to the green light) and the pro tree (all of the ambers come on at once then the green light comes on 0.400 seconds later). There is also the 0.500 tree (where all of the lights count down with intervals of 0.500 seconds) but the 0.400 tree is the most common in competition.
In handicapped races a full tree is used and the tree is programmed to count down on each side/in each lane at an interval that is equal to the handicap given. There is still 0.400 seconds between each light.
Reaction time is the time it takes for a vehicle to move from its starting position, within the staging beam(s), to breaking the dragstrip starting beam. The timing of a run is not started until the starting line beam is broken. Reaction time is crucial in any drag race and can be measured in two ways in relation to the Christmas tree. It can be measured after the final amber(s) (this is where the term “ a perfect 0.400 light” comes from) or, the most common method used today, measured after the green light (in which case a perfect light would be 0.000 seconds).
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